MODAG Appoints Dr. Johannes Levin as Chief Medical Officer
WENDELSHEIM, Germany, September 4, 2019 – MODAG today announced the appointment
of Johannes Levin, M.D., as Chief Medical Officer (CMO). Dr. Levin brings with him over ten
years of experience in the field of movement disorders, particularly in atypical Parkinsonism
such as Multiple System Atrophy (MSA), along with a strong scientific background in protein
aggregation. He recently led a clinical MSA study with Prof. Dr. Armin Giese, CSO of MODAG;
the findings were published in The Lancet Neurology. At MODAG, Dr. Levin will be responsible
for advancing the company’s lead candidate, anle138b, into the clinic. He will report to Dr.
Torsten Matthias, CEO of MODAG.
“As an expert in MSA and protein aggregation, Dr. Levin is a valuable addition to the MODAG
team,” commented Dr. Torsten Matthias, CEO of MODAG. “With Dr. Levin as our CMO, we
are in an excellent position to move into clinical evaluation under the direct supervision of a
respected and experienced movement disorder specialist. We believe his official appointment
to our company underscores MODAG’s potential in the neurodegenerative disease space.”
Commenting on his appointment, Dr. Johannes Levin, CMO of MODAG said: “MODAG is an
exciting company with an innovative pipeline including compounds that offer the potential to
be disease-modifying, which are urgently needed in neurodegenerative diseases. My previous
work with MSA has solidified my understanding of the unmet need for a disease-altering drug
for patients living with parkinsonian disorders like MSA and Parkinson’s disease; I believe
MODAG has the opportunity to address this challenge as we move into the clinic.”
Dr. Levin is a Group Leader in the Neurodegenerative Diseases Group of the Department of
Neurology of the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich (LMU) and at the German Center
for Neurodegenerative Diseases (DZNE). He has a proven track record for coordinating and
leading academic research studies as well as industry-sponsored clinical trials. Dr. Levin serves
as Principal Investigator to many clinical studies including the largest interventional MSA trial
in Germany and international cohort studies such as the Dominantly Inherited Alzheimer’s
Network (DIAN), and the Genetic Frontotemporal dementia Initiative (GENFI). Dr. Levin’s
work has contributed to the definition of the natural history, environmental factors, and
symptomatic treatment of neurodegenerative diseases. He holds a medical license and
Doctor of Medicine from the LMU and is a board-certified neurologist at the Bavarian
Chamber of Physicians (Landesärztekammer Bavaria). Dr. Levin has published over 100
scientific publications in leading scientific journals.
About MODAG
MODAG, a privately held German biotech company, aims to provide a novel approach for
treating neurodegenerative diseases by combining targeted small molecule therapeutics with
the right diagnostic tools. Our first objective is to demonstrate clinical proof-of-concept with
our lead compound anle138b in Multiple System Atrophy (MSA), seeking to halt the
progression and provide a first disease-modifying therapeutic. This success will allow us to
apply our technology to similar diseases such as Parkinson’s and other synucleinopathies with
the goal of dissolving disease-related intra-cellular oligomers, thereby reducing their toxic
properties. MODAG has been formed to advance discoveries by scientists at the Ludwig
Maximilian University Munich and the Max Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry in

Göttingen and supported by grants from leading patient organizations including the Michael
J Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research, the Cure Parkinson’s Trust, and Parkinson’s UK.
For more information, see www.modag.net.
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